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DETAILED ACTION 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 
(e) the invention was described in- 

(1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed in the United States before the 
invention by the applicant for patent; or (2) a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in 
the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an international application 
filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for the purposes of this subsection of 
an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United States and 
was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English. 

2. Claim (1-23) rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Bardini et al. 
(US 2003/0028652 A1 hereinafter Bardini). 

Regarding claim 1, Bardini discloses "a method of controlling use of program 
content, said method comprising: receiving program content; storing said program 
content in memory; storing a rule for determining whether said program content in 
memory may be played; receiving a first time out message operable for use with said 
rule, wherein said first time out message comprises a time out limit indicating a time of 
day value by which an update message must be received; enforcing said rule by 
disabling playback of said program content in memory" ([0013], [0021], Fig. 6). 

Regarding claim 2, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 
wherein said disabling playback of said program content comprises reducing the quality 
of the playback of the program content" ([0021], where disabling the playback is halting 
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the transmission of digital data for viewing, and it is inherent that reducing the quality of 
playback will including halting the playback completely). 

Regarding claim 3, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 
wherein said first time out message comprises a system time of day value" ([0021], 
where the system time of day value is obtained from the secure clock). 

Regarding claim 4, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 3 and 
further comprising: synchronizing a client computer to said system time via said system 
time of day value in said first time out message" ([0021], [0042], the secure clock). 

Regarding claim 5, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 and 
further comprising: determining a current time of day" ([0021], [0042], step 410 in Fig. 
6). 

Regarding claim 6, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 3 and 
further comprising: determining a current time of day using said system time of day 
value and a local clock of the client computer" ([0042], it is inherent that the functions of 
a local clock can be used in place of the secure clock). 

Regarding claim 7, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 
wherein said enforcing said rule comprises: determining a current time of day; 
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comparing said current time of day to said time out limit; checking for a second time out 
message, said second time out message comprising a second system time of day value 
and a second time out limit; disabling playback of said program content if said second 
time out message is not received prior to said time out limit" ([0042], [0044]-[0045], 
where described in [0042] the digital content disabled if the initial first limit is passed, the 
digital content can be re-enabled or prevented from being disabled, after receiving a 
new time limit before or after the previous time limit has passed, as described in [0044]- 
[0045]). 

Regarding claim 8, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 7 above. 

Regarding claim 9, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 and 
further comprising: entering into a digital rights rental agreement to allow receipt of said 
program content" ([0021], [0040], after completing a transaction, digital content from a 
content provider to a media storage device for playback within a set time limit is 
achieved, and is seen as a digital rights rental agreement). 

Regarding claim 10, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 
wherein said disabling playback comprises: disabling playback of some program 
content while not disabling playback of other program content" ([0021], where the media 
storage device is able to retrieve and transmit digital data for viewing, only the time 
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limited content that has expired will be disabled from playback while any other valid 
content can be viewed normally). 

Regarding claim 11, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 4 and 
6 above. 

Regarding claim 12, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claims 4 and 
6 above. 

Regarding claim 13, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 1 and 
further comprising: receiving a second time out message comprising a second system 
time of day value; disabling playback if the current time of day is later than the second 
system time of day value in the second time out message" ([0044]-[0045], where it is 
possible to re-enable playback after a notification and reception of a new time limit, 
following or prior to the expiration of the previous time limit, it is inherent that the current 
time determined by the secure clock during previous time limit must have the same 
initial time of new time limit received and it would be inherent to disable the playback if 
this was not case as it would not follow under the rules required by [0042]). 

Regarding claim 14, Bardini discloses "an apparatus for controlling use of 
program content, said apparatus comprising:" ([0029]) "a receiver operable for receiving 
program content from a content distributor;" ([0029], Fig. 2, item 136, the modem) "a 
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memory for storing said program content;" ([0029], Fig. 5, item 374 media is stored in 
item 36 AVHDD) "code operable for implementing a rule for determining whether said 
program content in memory may be played;" ([0025], item 36 AVHDD uses the 
controller to apply the time limit rules for time information of the program content 
downloaded to the AVHDD) "a processor coupled with said memory;" ([0029], Fig. 2, 
item 120, the CPU is coupled to the storage device memory in AVHDD) "code operable 
for enforcing a rule coupled to said apparatus wherein said rule disables playback of 
said program content if a time out message is not received prior to a time of day value 
indicated by a previous time out message" ([0034], Fig. 5, the controller in the AVHDD 
applies the rules described in [0042] and [0044]). 

Regarding claim 15, Bardini discloses "a method of controlling use of program 
content, said method comprising: receiving program content from a content distribution 
server; storing said program content in memory coupled to client computer; storing a 
digital rights management rule for determining whether said program content in memory 
may be played by said client; receiving a first time message, said first time message 
comprising a system time of day value and an expiration time of day value; applying 
said digital rights management rule, wherein said applying comprises: determining a 
current time of day; comparing said current time of day to said expiration time of day; 
checking for a second time message, said second time message comprising a second 
system time of day value and a second expiration time of day value; disabling playback 
of said program content if said second time message is not received prior to said 
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expiration time of day value" ([0042], [0044]-[0045], Fig. 6, where described in [0045] a 
new time limit can be provided before the previous one expires). 

Regarding claim 16, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 2. 

Regarding claim 17, Bardini discloses "the method as described in claim 15 and 
further comprising: receiving said second time message; re-enabling playback of said 
program content after receipt of said second time message" ([0044]-[0045], where it is 
possible to re-enable playback after a notification and reception of a new time limit, 
following or prior to the expiration of the previous time limit). 

Regarding claim 18, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 9. 

Regarding claim 19, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 10. 

Regarding claim 20, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 4. 

Regarding claim 21, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 6. 

Regarding claim 22, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 13. 

Regarding claim 23, the claim is rejected for the same reasons as claim 15. 
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Conclusion 

3. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Watson et al. (US 2004/0133923 A1 ) - provides digital content pre-stored in a 
set-top box for viewing within a conditional access system 

Ofek et al. (US 2004/0230797 A1 ) - authentication with un-trusted destination 
device via use of hidden programs 

Sakata et al. (US 2003/0033601 A1 ) - control of multiple terminals accessibility 
using expiration dates 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Mark P. Stanley whose telephone number is (571) 270- 
3757. The examiner can normally be reached on 9:00AM - 5:00PM Mon-Fri EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Vu Le can be reached on (571) 272-7332. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 

/Mark P Stanley/ 



A/u Le/ 

Supervisory Patent Examiner, Art Unit 4157 
Patent Training Academy 



